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Intermuseum Conservation Association workers Andrea Chevalier, left, and Jennifer Lis work on restoring bas relief mosaic tiles.



Ofhce
itself a
work of
restoration

DOUGLAS TRATTNER
Specialto The Plain Dealer

To say that the Intermuseum
Conservation Association is
uniquely suited for the restora-
tion task it faces is an under-
statement.

Founded in 1952 by the direc-
tors of six major museums, the
organization was the first non-
profit regional art conservation

laboratory in the United States. '

Today the staff provides highly
skilled analysis and preservation
services for a broad range of ma-
terials, including paintings,
sculpture, documents and tex-
tiles.

In 2003, the association
moved its operations into a
three-level, 18,000-square-foot
building in Cleveland’s Detroit-
Shoreway neighborhood. The
bulk of the space is devoted to

. the materials analysis and con-
servation labs, a secure, climate-
controlled fine-art storage fa-
cility and a wood shop for cus-
tom mounting and framing.

The association will now focus
its expertise right at home. Cur-
rently undergoing restoration is
the building’s historic terra cotta
facade and lower level, which in
the 1920s housed a Vitrolite

glass showroom. It is, perhaps, |
the country’s last remaining |

showroom for the pigmented
structural glass.

“It was a profound b1t of faith
that we became the stewards of
this building,” says Albert Al-
bano, the association’s executive

-

Paintings are everywhere at the Intermuseum Conservation
Association, including this colorful backdrop to the conference
table — a work by Jonathan Lasker.

director. “It’s obvious that peo-
ple had started ripping the Vi-
trolite off the walls. I'd like to re-
store every little molecule of
accuracy.”

The association plans to turn
the storefront into its reception
area and conference room.
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Cleveland Heights.
Do people stop by to check out
your cool building? Is your cubi-

clethetall of the office? Tell us

about it at inyourspace@
plaind.com.
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